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The Concept

“As we pray for each other and support each other, we 
experience the oneness of  the Catholic Church.”

That quote does not come from a pastor to his parish, 
or a bishop to his diocese. It comes from a priest in the 
African country of  the Congo, Msgr. Gilbert Kalumbu 
Ngindu, to his brothers and sisters in Christ here in 
Willoughby. 

“Our brothers and sisters in Willoughby are close to 
us just as we are close to them, because we came to shorten 
the physical distances by doing Christ’s mission together,” 
Msgr. Ngindu says.

Part of  that mission is caring for the poor and the 
sick — a mission which Immaculate Conception has done 
a great deal in helping Monsignor’s parish, Sts. Peter and 
Paul, to perform. In 2007, Immaculate Conception decided 
to send $80,000 to Msgr. Ngindu to build a medical facility, 
which would serve the local people.

“The medical facility at our parish, which has been 
funded by Immaculate Conception, is now completed,” 
Msgr. Ngindu is pleased to announce. “All of  the walls are 
now painted and the furniture acquired — except for a few 
special rooms, like the labor room and the surgery room, 
which require some special equipment. The people of  the 
parish are benefiting from the facility greatly, especially 
the expecting mothers, the elderly and the children, all 
of  whom no longer have to travel a great distance to 
find a hospital. Everyone is so thankful to those who 
made it possible — the parishioners of  our sister parish 
Immaculate Conception and our two pastors, Fr. Troha and 
myself.”

Msgr. Ngindu is quick to point out that the medical 
facility supports everyone in the local community, not just 
the parishioners, and that this openness has served as a 
wonderful tool for evangelization.

“The Lord Jesus Christ is the true Good Samaritan, the 
one who met with the suffering of  human beings,” Msgr. 
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The Rite of  Welcoming was held during Advent, and 
the congregation recognized and pledged their support 
to the RCIA participants. At the beginning of  Lent, the 
candidates and catechumens traveled to Cleveland for the 
Rite of  Election with the bishop.  

“It’s been a very positive experience,” says Roscoe 
Snoeberger, one of  the catechumens in this year’s 
program. “I call it my 'journey of  faith.' I’m learning a lot 
about the Christian faith and I’m meeting a lot of  very 
nice people in the process. It’s helping me get closer to the 
Church and to God.”

They are now approaching the culmination of  
their journey at the Easter Vigil Mass, when they will 
receive their Sacraments of  Initiation and come into full 
communion with the Catholic Church. 

“I’m looking forward to getting baptized,” Roscoe says. 
“That’s my main goal. That’s what started this process, and 

that was my priority. In this process, I’ve also learned 
other things along with that. Now it’s spreading to where 
I can help the Church and help other people.”

During the weeks after Easter, the new Catholics will 
continue to meet a few more times to reflect on their time 
in RCIA, while also looking forward to the rest of  their 
lives in the Church. 

“It’s a moving process,” Deacon Paul says. “Time goes 
by so quickly, you try to do what you can with the time you 
have. Your journey is just beginning, and it will never end 
until you’re called to be with the Lord. It’s a continuous 
process of  growing, learning and sharing.” 

Ngindu says. “He has handed his care for the suffering onto 
His Church, like the Good Samaritan of  the story handed 
the care of  the injured man onto the landlord of  the inn. It 
is therefore the duty and the mission of  the Church to help 
and relieve all who are in distress. At Sts. Peter and Paul, 
we saw and felt the sufferings of  the people and we shared 
this with Immaculate Conception. Now, together, we are 
responding to Christ’s invitation and his mission to care for 
souls and bodies."

Indeed, those who are healed physically at the facility 
have also been moved on a spiritual level.

“The medical facility is helping us in the work of  
evangelization — both we here at Sts. Peter and Paul 
and you at Immaculate Conception," Msgr. Ngindu says. 
"What we are witnessing is just amazing — some people 
who are not Catholics have started coming to our parish to 
get initiation into Catholic doctrine. This medical facility 

is truly a sign of  Christ’s love for everyone. It speaks 
powerfully to the people.”

With the medical facility now complete and mostly 
furnished, there are still significant needs at Sts. Peter 
and Paul, such as additional medical equipment, a water 
tank, solar panels, new roofing materials for the parish 
elementary school, and funding for a department of  
preventative medicine.

“Our Parish Council has decided that we would 
continue to send Msgr. Ngindu funds to support the 
parish and to keep the clinic operational,” says Immaculate 
Conception Business Manager Ron Felter. “The parish 
is committed to helping our brothers and sisters in the 
Congo.”

Anyone wishing to make a contribution to the Sts. 
Peter and Paul parish can donate to Immaculate Conception 
with an earmark for ‘Congo Clinic.'


